


JANUARY 15, 2020

Olga Svetlichna was awarded a Certificate
of Honor and a memorable gift for her
effective cooperation with the Donetsk
Region police, high professionalism,
patriotism and affirmation of a positive
image of the National Police of Ukraine.
The awards were presented by the Chief
of the Main Directorate of the National
Police in the Donetsk Region, General of
the Third Rank Mykola Semenyshyn.

MARCH 2, 2022

the light disappeared in the city of
Mariupol...

We thought then it was for a few days
only... But now the lights in Mariupol

have gone out forever for me... Because
one day the buildings will be rebuilt, but
thousands of Mariupol residents buried
in the ground under those houses will not
come back...

That day | put on my watch to know what
time it is.. Every day it was more and
more difficult to count days and time...
But time was the most important thing!
Every minute counted and made sense...
After March 10, when we lost our home,
| started calculating the safest time, the
intervals between incoming and outgoing
shelling, and the WATCH saved our lives!

The safest time seemed to be from 8:00 to
9:00 AM... At this time | decided to return
to the ruined apartment and pull out some
food, water, clothes and blankets from
under the rubble. At this time | usually
went outside to the fire to make tea, boil
potatoes, and it was such a luxury...

THE INTERVALS OF SILENCE
BETWEEN THE INCOMING
AND OUTGOING SHELLING
WERE 7—10 MINUTES...

So hiding in shelter during the shelling me,
my mother and dog ran carrying things to
the car, when a fierce battle broke out in
the 17th district.

And after two weeks of occupation, we
heard that one can try to get out of that
hell... GOD thank you that the car survived!
And there was enough fuel to get to
Zaporizhial On March 15 we left Mariupol...
On the 17th | was in Zaporizhia... Every 30
kilometers we and our car were checked
by damned «orcs»... When we were leaving,
| was advised to get rid of my watch so
that there would be no problems, but
for a moment | could not assume that [l
throw away my watch! I put it in my pocket,
because | knew: it saved me in hell — it
will save me on the way from hell... So the
watch became my talisman.

| was just driving, remembering that «l can»
through minefields, shelling with «Hrad»
and passing those cheeseheads.

Olga Svetlichna,
Gender Adviser at Donetsk State University
of Internal Affairs (2020 — present)

2017—2020 — National Police of
Ukraine High Commissioner for Human
Rights

2017—2021 — Head of the Expert
Council of Innovative Ideas of the Donetsk
Region Police (volunteer).
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